
 

 
GCSE Design & Technology KS4 
 
The DT Department have selected the AQA specification for  
GCSE DT (8552) 50% coursework (NEA) and 50% Examination 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552 
 
  

Students will learn: 
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• New	and	emerging	technologies	
• Energy	generation	and	storage	
• Systems	approach	to	designing		
• Mechanical	devices	
• Developments	in	new	materials	
• Materials	and	their	working	properties	
• Selection	of	materials	or	components		
• Using	and	working	with	materials	
• Ecological	and	social	footprint	
• The	work	of	others	
• Investigation,	primary	&	secondary	data	
• Design	strategies	
• Communication	of	ideas	

**TRIP	TO	DESIGN	MUSEUM	LONDON	-DESIGNS	OF	THE	YEAR	AWARDS**	
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• Specialist	techniques	and	processes		
• Specialist	tools	and	equipment	
• Material	management		
• Stock	forms,	types	&	sizes	
• Tolerances	
• Forces	and	stresses	
• Prototype	development	
• Surface	treatments	and	finishes	
• Scales	of	production	

 


